DELL COTTAGE

DAY NURSERY

A place to play, learn, discover & grow

Special Educational Needs and Disability Policy (SEND)
All children have the right to be cared for and educated to develop to their full potential alongside each other through positive experiences, to enable them to share opportunities and experiences and develop and learn from each other. We aim to provide a positive and welcoming environment where children are supported according to their individual needs.
Dell Cottage Day Nursery will offer a place to any child with special needs, provided we can offer a positive experience of learning through play for the individual child. Our aim is for all children to be included in all activities wherever possible. The staff within the setting aim to work closely with the parents, which is vital for identification of the child’s individual learning needs and to ensure a quick response to any area of particular difficulty. 
Dell Cottage Day nursery believes that all children have a right to experience and develop alongside their peers no matter what their individual needs. Each child’s needs are unique. We are committed to working alongside parents in the provision for their child’s individual needs to enable us to help the child to develop to their full potential. Dell Cottage is committed to working with any child who has a specific need and/or disability and making reasonable adjustments to enable every child to make full use of the nursery’s facilities. All children have a right to a broad and well-balanced early learning environment.
We feel it is paramount to find out as much as possible about a particular child’s condition and the way that may affect his/her early learning or care needs by:
· Liaising with the child’s parents

· Liaising with professional agencies

· Reading through reports

· Attending any meetings with professional involved

· Making links with any other settings the child attends

· Regular monitoring observations carried out on the child’s development.

All children will be given a full settling in period when joining the nursery according to their individual needs
Del Cottage aims to;

· Recognise each child’s individual needs and ensure all staff are aware of, and have regard for, the Special Educational Needs Code of Practice on identification and assessment of any needs not being met by the universal service provided by the nursery
· Include all children and their families in our provision
· Provide well informed and suitably trained practitioners to help support parents and children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities
· Develop and maintain a core team of staff who are experienced in the care of children with additional needs and employ a Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator (SENCO) who is experienced in the care and assessment of children with additional needs. Staff will be provided with specific training relating to Special Educational Needs (SEN) and the SEN Code of Practice
· Identify the specific needs of children with learning difficulties and/or disabilities and meet those needs through a range of strategies
· Ensure that children who learn quicker, e.g. gifted and talented children are also supported
· Work in partnership with parents and other agencies in order to meet individual children's needs, including the health and education authorities, and seek advice, support and training where required
· Monitor and review our practice and provision and, if necessary, make adjustments, and seek specialist equipment and services if needed
· Ensure that all children are treated as equals and are encouraged to take part in every aspect of the nursery day according to their individual needs and abilities
· Promote positive images and role models during play experiences of those with additional needs wherever possible
· Celebrate diversity in all aspects of play and learning.
Procedures

Access, we will: 
a) Make every reasonable attempt to provide access for children with special needs.

b) Assess each child’s needs in terms of access and adapt our facilities as appropriate as far as possible.

c) We will discuss each case on an individual basis with parents and relevant professionals.

d) Please see our Admissions Policy for further information.  

Assessment, we will:
Supporting and involving children and young people in decisions about their support means having regard to:

(a) the views, wishes and feelings of the child and his or her parent, or the young person; 
(b) the importance of the child and his or her parent, or the young person, participating as fully as possible in decisions relating to the exercise of the function concerned; 
(c) the importance of the child and his or her parent, or the young person, being provided with the information and support necessary to enable participation in those decisions; and 
(d) the need to support the child and his or her parent, or the young person, in order to facilitate the development of the child or young person and to help him or her achieve the best possible educational and other outcomes.
(e) Talk to the Carer and child about what they want.

(f) Observe all the children attending in order to identify any special educational needs that they may have.

(g) We will ask for relevant details from the Parents/main carer about any special educational needs they have identified in their child on the registration form.   

(h) Ascertain the needs of the child, including medical requirements.

(i) Discuss abilities.

(j) Analyse our ability to offer positive care, both in the physical environment, as well as staff and their suitability. 
Support and expertise, we will:

a) Contact the relevant professionals with the parent's permission, for advice and support. 

b) Work in partnership with professionals from other agencies to identify and meet needs and use their knowledge and advice.

c) Ensure staff will work together with Parents/main Carers as partners to give day to day care and education for the child and support the Parents/Carers.

d) Ensure that all children are treated individually and are encouraged to take part in every aspect of the settings activities. 

e) Promote positive images of those with special needs.

f) Endeavour to appoint staff with experience and knowledge or seek appropriate training for current staff.

g) Investigate opportunities for training for all staff and volunteers, and encourage the staff team to attend training where appropriate.

h) Provide support in following the stages of setting up an Individual plan for the child
i) We will pass any records drawn up by us in respect of a child to any Pre-school/school that a child moves on to. Providing that the child's parents have given their consent prior to the records being passed on.

Staff will work in partnership with parents to put an individual plan in place for a child/ren. This will include the child’s voice where possible. Each plan will follow the graduated approach of assess, plan, do review. 

For safeguarding purposes staff should be aware that children with additional needs may use non-verbal, gesture, play or pictures to alert staff of a potential problem so all staff at the setting are aware of this means of communication.
The setting’s current SENCO is: Natalie Selwood
Date of last SENCO training: Sept 2021
The role of the SENCO is to take responsibility for the day- to-day operation of the Group's SEND policy and to co-ordinate provision for children with SEND, particularly through developing Individual plans and offering support for these where needed.
Special educational needs code of practice
It is the duty of the nursery to carry out our statutory duties to identify, assess and make provision for children’s special educational needs. The Code of Practice recommends that our nursery should adopt a graduated approach to assessment through Early Years Action and Early Years Action Plus. Good practice of working together with parents, and the observation and monitoring of children’s individual progress, will help identify any child with special educational needs. Our nursery has identified a member of staff as a SENCO who will work alongside parents to assess the child’s strengths and plan for future support. The SENCO will ensure that appropriate records are kept according to the Code of Practice/*Manual of Good Practice.
 
Early Years Action
The child is identified with special educational needs. The SENCO, working alongside colleagues and parents, will assess and record the child’s needs and provide an Individual Education Plan (IEP) providing future support. This plan will be continually under review in consultation with the child and his/her parent(s).
 
Early Years Action Plus
Is characterised by the involvement of external support services, usually requested by the SENCO and colleagues in consultation with the child’s parents. If the help given through Early Years Action Plus is not sufficient to enable the child to progress satisfactorily, it may be necessary for the nursery, in consultation with the parents and any external agencies already involved, to request a statutory assessment towards a statement of special educational needs.
