DELL COTTAGE

DAY NURSERY

A place to play, learn, discover & grow
Early Years Foundation Stage Commitments Policy
Changes to the EYFS framework became law in September 2021.
The changes to the EYFS statutory framework have been made to:
· improve outcomes at age 5, particularly in early language and literacy

· reduce workload such as unnecessary paperwork, so staff are able to spend more time with the children in their care

This framework is in place to give parents encouragement and enable them to understand their child will be in a provision that helps their child to stay safe and that will help them thrive until they leave to go to school.
The EYFS states that;
· Every child deserves the best possible start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their potential. Children develop quickly in the early years and a child’s experiences between birth and age five have a major impact on their future life chances. A secure, safe and happy childhood is important in its own right. Good parenting and high quality early learning together provide the foundation children need to make the most of their abilities and talents as they grow up. 
· The Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) sets the standards that all early years providers must meet to ensure that children learn and develop well and are kept healthy and safe. It promotes teaching and learning to ensure children’s ‘school readiness’ and gives children the broad range of knowledge and skills that provide the right foundation for good future progress through school and life.
· The EYFS seeks to provide: • quality and consistency in all early years settings, so that every child makes good progress and no child gets left behind • a secure foundation through planning for the learning and development of each individual child, and assessing and reviewing what they have learned regularly • partnership working between practitioners and with parents and/or carers • equality of opportunity and anti-discriminatory practice, ensuring that every child is included and supported
· The EYFS specifies requirements for learning and development and for safeguarding children and promoting their welfare. The learning and development requirements cover: • the areas of learning and development which must shape activities and experiences (educational programmes) for children in all early years settings • the early learning goals that providers must help children work towards (the knowledge, skills and understanding children should have at the end of the academic year in which they turn five) • assessment arrangements for measuring progress (and requirements for reporting to parents and/or carers
Practitioners at Dell Cottage must consider children’s individual needs, interests and stages of development and use this information to plan a challenging and enjoyable experience for each child in all areas of learning. Each area of learning must be implemented through planned purposeful play and through a mix of adult led and child initiated activities. 
Four guiding principles should shape practice in early years settings. 

• every child is a unique child, who is constantly learning and can be resilient, capable, confident and self-assured • children learn to be strong and independent through positive relationships
 • children learn and develop well in enabling environments with teaching and support from adults, who respond to their individual interests and needs and help them to build their learning over time. Children benefit from a strong partnership between practitioners and parents and/or carers. 
• importance of learning and development. Children develop and learn at different rates.
The areas of learning and development are as follows.
The prime areas:
 • communication and language
 • physical development
 • personal, social and emotional development 
Three areas are particularly important for building a foundation for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm for learning, forming relationships, and thriving. 
Providers must also support children in four specific areas, through which the three prime areas are strengthened and applied. 
The specific areas:
 • literacy 
• mathematics
 • understanding the world 
• expressive arts and design
Dell Cottage is committed to laying a secure foundation for future learning through learning and development that is planned around the individual needs and interests of the children in its care which are informed by the use of  on-going observational assessment.
Our observation system is in place to help us record the ways in which a child engages with other people and their environment. The characteristics of effective learning help us to observe and to support the child in becoming an effective and motivated learner. These observations will be uploaded onto your child’s tapestry account which will be activated upon full enrolment. Observations come in the form of ‘wows’ or focus weeks, where we loom at your child’s specific interests and areas for development.
In planning and guiding what children learn, practitioners must reflect on the different rates at which children are developing and adjust their practice appropriately. 
Three characteristics of effective teaching and learning are: 
• playing and exploring - children investigate and experience things, and ‘have a go’
 • active learning - children concentrate and keep on trying if they encounter difficulties, and enjoy achievements
 • creating and thinking critically - children have and develop their own ideas, make links between ideas, and develop strategies for doing things

The children at Dell Cottage have a ‘focus week’ each term to help you see how your child is developing during their time at Dell Cottage. This will be a short summary of their abilities now and where the next steps will take them. At two years the setting is required by law to undertake a check on your child which will provide a short summary of your child’s achievements and areas where extra support may be needed and describe how we will address any issues. This will be sent to your child’s health visitor and uploaded onto your child’s tapestry account, We will pass any progress checks onto yourselves as parents and any other settings or professionals who the child is involved with.
Key person system
Each child will be assigned a key person
The key person will help ensure that every child’s learning and care is tailored to meet their individual needs. The key person will also seek to engage and support parents and/or carers in guiding their child’s development at home. They may also help families engage with more specialist support if appropriate.
Full guidance for Early Years can be found here;

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/974907/EYFS_framework_-_March_2021.pdf 
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